
 

 

 
 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

The Messenger 
Vir gi ni a U nit ed  M ethod is t  Ch urch  

     Sometimes if we are lucky we find a 
“diamond in the rough.”  It happened to me a 
few weeks ago while I was browsing around 
Barnes & Nobles and came across one of the 
“bargain” tables.  I saw a little book entitled 
No Greater Love, a book about Mother 
Teresa.  The book is divided into various 
topics about which Mother Teresa speaks -- 
prayer, love, service, giving, etc. 
     The last chapter is a short biography of her 
life.  She was born in southeastern Europe in 
1910, and grew up in a happy home with one 
brother and one sister.  Her mother was very 
religious and would never turn anyone away 
from her house who needed help.  Mother 
Teresa’s given name was Agnes, and she felt 
her first calling to a religious and missionary 
life at the age of twelve. 
     Eventually, she felt the call to go to India 
and work with the poorest of the poor, which 

she did. 
     She founded the Missionaries of Charity, 
which is a group of Catholic nuns who live 
with the poor and help care for them; today 
there are Missionary of Charity houses all 
over the world.  Mother Teresa received 
numerous humanitarian awards like the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1979. 
     What a joy it was to read what Mother 
Teresa said about various topics, especially 
about love, giving, service, and death and 
dying.  In a time when many people are out to 
take whatever they can from life, it is 
refreshing to read about someone who gave 
herself to others.  Instead of asking, “What 
can I get out of today?”  Mother Teresa asked, 
“What can I do for someone else today?”  On 
service she said: “Whatever you do, even if 
you help somebody cross the road, you do it 
to Jesus.                  (Desk, continued on page 9) 
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     The music performed by the Barbary Coast Dixieland Band 
is a well-blended performance that has set thousands of toes 
tapping across the country.  But there is more as the band 
punctuates each concert with whim, wit and zany comedy.  
     The Yaple Fund will present the Barbary Coast Dixieland 
Band here at the Virginia United Methodist Church on 
Monday, October 22nd at 7:00 PM. 
     For more information on the band, go to their website, 
www.barbary-coast.com. 
     Make this a must see event! 

Not Just Another Jazz Band 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Congregational Prayer List 
as of 9-30-07: 

Jon Ahrens, Amy, Bruce Armstrong, Bill Black, Wayne Briggs, 
Claude Browning, the family of Elizabeth Bruno, Rhonda Clark, 
Haden Coffey, the family of E. Fred Davis, Jake Davis, Phyllis 
DeHart, Jay Denning, Marilyn Dillard, John Gebhardt, Bobbie 
Goodin, Larry Grammer, Katy Huffman, Carol King, Sue LaVine, 
Audrey Little, June McDonough, Greg Mundy, Anna Musch, 
Carroll Noland, the family of Doris McNamara O’Hara, Elsie 
O’Neal, Megan Ore, Cherie Rainey, Lyman Riegel, Nathan Ring, 

Kim Ruggles, Ryan, Eveleen Ryman, Becky Sanders, Bev Saylor, Bill Sedelmeier, 
Esther Sedelmeier, the family of Mrs. Roy Shoemaker, MSG Donnie Siltman, Rev. 
Albert Smith, Rachel Taylor, Bill Thurston, Tom, Connie Wellenkamp and our troops. 
Our Home Bound:  Opal Collins, Ronnie Murphy, Lucille Raffety, and Lil 
Terwilliger. 
Our Nursing Home Residents:  Frieda Boyd, Frances Burrus, Mary Emma 
Crum, Nina Davis, Harmon Evers, Florence Goodall, Audrey Little, Vivian Murphy, 
F. John and Dorothy Taylor, and Emily Turner. 
Our Military Personnel Overseas:  Jon Ahrens, James Camerer, Stuart 
Huffman, Brian Krohe, and Donnie Siltman. 

 

     Bob Brunk, husband of Rosie Brunk, passed away on September 13, 2007.  He 
was the father of Dee Fair, grandfather of Lisa Winnett, and great-grandfather of 
Jacob Winnett. 
     E. Fred Davis, father of Fred Davis, passed away on September 18, 2007 in 
Springfield.  He was the step-grandfather of Ninia Toquinto and step great-
grandfather of Marcus, Tye and A. J. Toquinto-Milner. 
     Chad Anderson, member, and Brittney Andreatta were married at Laurel United 
Methodist Church in Springfield on September 15, 2007. 
     Doris McNamara O’Hara, mother of Becky Peterson, passed away on September 
25, 2007.  She was the aunt of Barbara Hardwick. 
     Elizabeth Bruno, member, passed away on September 29, 2007 at her home.  She 
is survived by nephews, Herb and Ed Snow, and niece, Carol Cota. 
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Transitions 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 
    10:00 AM ACOLYTES                 GREETERS 
October   7  Hailey Feigl, Josh Richards              Al and Jo Kobernus 
October 14  Jacob and Matthew Burrus               Charles and Judy Taylor 
October 21  Marcus and Tye Toquinto                Ninia Toquinto and family 
October 28  Katie Noland, Tyler Ring                 Merle and Linda Sayre 
 
 

                        8:00 AM                                      10:00 AM 
                      NURSERY WORKERS                NURSERY WORKERS 
October   7        Christy Brake                                                      Mary Ring 
October 14        Ninia Toquinto                                                    Laura Burrus 
October 21        Jackie Williamson                                               Gina Ohrn 
October 28        Jana Raymond                                                     Judy Taylor 
 

 

                                          8:00              10:00 
                    S.S.           SERVICE      SERVICE          OFFERING 
                                                                                                                (Pledges & Tithes) 
September   2       29                       37                         49                      $2,384.00 
September   9       33                       44                         47                      $1,811.75 
September 16       15                       44                         56                      $4,077.75 
September 23       28                       43                         61                      $4,180.75 
September 30       25                       37                         46                      $1,117.00 
 

            AVG        26                       41                         52 
 
 

Average combined worship attendance     103     YTD 2006             102     YTD 2007 
 
 
 

September William T. Gordley Trust Fund Committee Report 
     September 2007 committee members were Charlene Anderson, Lenabelle Burrus, 
Hazel Hish, Ruth Kilby, Charles Taylor, and Janet Bell, Chair.  They gave to the 
following: $638.75 to the Virginia Needy Children’s Fund; $300.00 to the VUMC 
Emergency Fund; and $300.00 to the VUMC Scholarship Fund for a total of $1,238.75. 
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October Sermons and 
Scriptures 
October  7    “Entitled” 
                          Luke 17:5-10 
October 14   “Unchained Gospel” 
                          Luke 17:11-19 
                          II Timothy 2:8-9 
October 21   “Grounded In The Word” 
                           II Timothy 3:14-4:2 
October 28   “A Penitent Man” 
                          Luke 19:8-14 
 

Pastor Appreciation Month 
     October is designated as Pastor 
Appreciation Month and Sunday, October 
14th  has been selected for everyone to 
celebrate.  The Age Level Ministries 
Committee will host a potluck after the 
second service.  The committee will furnish 
table service and drinks.  This time will be 
used to also salute the staff.  
     We hope you will make plans to attend 
and share with Pastor Bill and the staff your 
appreciation of their continued  service to 
VUMC. 
 

United Methodism 101 Update 
     The UM 101 class has had three sessions, 
and we have had very good attendance.  The 
class meets in the chapel during the Sunday 
School time, and Pastor Bill teaches the class.  
So far we have covered UM unique words 
like “apportionments, conference, district, and 
itinerancy.”  We’ve also covered UM polity 
and a little history.  The class will probably 
continue for 3 or 4 more weeks, and anyone 
may attend.  Some of the class members are 
already United Methodists, and they attend 
for a little refresher course. 
 

Stewardship Campaign Starts 
     On October 7th, we will begin our 
Stewardship Campaign for our ministries of 
the coming year.  We are given the 
opportunity to make an estimate of how we 
will financially support the ministries of our 
church for the coming year. 
     This year the Finance Committee worked 
hard to create a conservative budget while 
meeting the needs of the church’s programs.  
The 2007 budget increased by less than 1 
percent or $1,894 from last year.  However, 
income has decreased by about $15,000.  In 
the campaign materials, there is information 
on giving by age and dollar amounts, the 2008 
proposed budget, the programs we provide, 
and a discussion on the deficit we face. 
     If you have any questions, please contact 
our Finance Committee Chair, Dave Handy, 
or the church office.  The campaign will wrap 
up on Tuesday, October 23, 2007. 
 

Change Your Clocks 
     Daylight Savings Time will 
end during the night on 
Sunday,  October  28th.  
Remember in fall, we fall back so don’t get to 
church too early. 
 

Do You Have A CO Detector? 
     As of January 1, 2007, carbon monoxide 
detectors were required in all homes.  The 
Virginia Christian Women’s Fellowship is 
conducting a survey to see if there are senior 
citizens in the Virginia community who need 
a carbon monoxide detector for their home.  
     Surveys are available at the church and are 
due at the Cass County Health Department or 
City Hall by October 31, 2007. 

October Church News and Events at a Glance  
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Organ Fund

Received
8%

 Goal
92%

Received
 Goal

 

All Saints Sunday Roll Call 
     On All Saints Sunday, 
November 4, 2007, we will 
once again recognize all those 
of, or related to our Church 
family, who have passed away 
since last All Saints Sunday. 
     We invite all family and friends to attend 
Remembering Friends Departed, a special 
worship service.  A list of those included in 
the Roll Call will be posted on the bulletin 
board outside the church office.  Please 
review the list soon so that we can make sure 
the list is complete.  If we have missed 
someone, please call the office immediately. 
 

Our Church Conference Set 
     VUMC has been scheduled for its Church 
Conference on Sunday, November 4, 2007, 
at 6:00 p.m.  Mark your calendars to talk 
about our church, our district, and our 
conference with our District Superintendent 
Randy Robinson. 
 

Another Opportunity to Unite 
     Our seventh annual Fall 
Social is scheduled for 
Sunday, November 11.  
We will begin the potluck 
after our second worship 
service. 

     The Age Level Ministries Committee will 
provide turkey, dressing, potatoes, gravy, 
rolls, beverages, and table service.  
Reservations are due in the church office by 
Monday, November 5th.  Everyone is asked 
to bring a covered dish to share. 
 

Bread of Love Needs Help 
     Once every five weeks, the Methodist 
Church takes Bread of Love meals to those 
who are homebound.  Onita Parlier has asked 

for volunteers to drive and carry in the food.  
If you are willing to help, please call her at 
452-3706. 
 

Gift Committee Plans for ‘08 
     The Gift Committee has met and made 
decisions.  The money is given out through 
the General Fund and comes from the Trust 
Fund income.   
Prairie Council on Aging            $  1,250.00 
India Mission (SAKSHI)                1,000.00 
     (½ to school, ½ to mission) 
Pathway Transportation                    500.00 
Liberian Orphanage                       1,250.00 
Midwest Distribution Center          1,250.00 
Novgorod Russia Mission              1,250.00 
Habitat for Humanity of Cass Co.     500.00 
Heifer International                           500.00 
Alcohol/Drug Treatment                1,000.00 
     (½ to Human Resources and 
     Cass County Health Department) 
Red Bird Mission                              500.00 
Cass County Food Pantry               1,000.00 
Total                                          $10,000.00 
     Each month, we will highlight one mission 
in the newsletter and take a special offering 
for that group.  We will also take offerings for 
Golden Cross and One Great Hour of Sharing. 
 

November Gordley Trust Fund 
Committee Members 
     November 2007 committee members are  
Harriet Andrews, Kaydee Cox, Bobbie 
Goodin, Chris Massie, Bob Williamson, and 
Carl Evers, chair.  They will meet on October 
28th at 9:30 AM.  They will have $1,238.75 
to distribute.  If anyone is unable to attend, 
please contact the committee chair or the 
office. 
 
 

People want the front of the bus, the back 
of the church, and the center of attention. 
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October 2007         Virginia United Methodist Church 
Sunda y  Mo nd ay Tuesd ay Wed nesd ay Thursda y  Frid ay  Saturda y  

It’s Pastor Appreciation 
Month 

1   
 
 
 
 
 

2   
1:30 PM  Olan Mills Comm. 
 
 
 
Stephanie Hudgins-Andrews 

3   
9:00 AM  Pastor Consult  
                with District Sup. 
6:30 PM  Cub Scouts 
 
Megan Bergerud 

4   
3:15  AfterSchool Club 
 
  Linda Bartlett 
  Amanda Fox Lear 
  Sue Millner 

5   
              Olan Mills photos 
 
 
 
Rosie Brunk 

6   
7:30 AM  UMM at Depot 
                 Olan Mills photos 
 
Barbara Ring 
Harry Stribling 

7  World Communion Sun. 
  8:00  First Service 
  9:00  Fellowship Hour 
  9:15  Sunday School 
  9:30  Blood Pressure Checks 
10:00  Second Service 
 
Jillian Stock 

8  Columbus Day observed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9   
7:00 PM  Staff/Parish 
                Relations Comm. 
 
 
 
 
Joan Coffey  

10   
  9:00 AM  Sewing Project 
  5:30 PM  CLICK 
  6:30 PM  Cub Scouts 
 
 
Victoria Reynolds 
Bruce Skiles 

11   
        
3:15  AfterSchool Club 
 
 
 
 
Veronica Cox Bjorkman 

12   
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Reynolds 

13  
 
 
 
 
 
Lois Achue 
Bill Braswell 

14  National Children’s Day 
  8:00  First Service 
  9:00  Fellowship Hour 
  9:15  Sunday School 
10:00  Second Service 
11:00  Potluck 
  5:30  7+ Youth Group 

15   
7:00 PM  Education Comm. 
 
 
 
Frank Cline 
Al Kobernus 

16  National Boss’s Day 
7:00 PM  Trustees 
 
 
 
 
 

17   
  5:30  CLICK 
  6:30 PM  Cub Scouts 
 
 
 

18   
3:15  AfterSchool Club 
 
 
 
 
Betty McClure 

19   
 
 
 
Jared Degroot 
Mary Ann Jokisch 
Chris Losey 

20   
9:00 AM  Christian Women 
                 Fellowship, 
                 City Hall 
 

21  Laity Sunday 
  8:00  First Service 
  9:00  Fellowship Hour 
  9:15  Sunday School 
10:00  Second Service 
  5:30  7+ Youth Group 
Angie Swearingen 

22   
7:00 PM  Yaple Concert 
 
 
 
 
Aika Sophia Ishimoiri 

23   
 
 
 
 
 
 

24  United Nations Day 
  9:00 AM  Grandparent 
                   Day at Day Care 
  6:30 PM  Cub Scouts 
 
 

25  
3:15 PM  AfterSchool Club 
Deadline for November 
         Newsletter 
 
 
Paul Reynolds 

26   
5:00 PM  Feddersen ~ Lynn 
                 Rehearsal 
 
 
 
Jacob Werner 

27 
4:00 PM  Feddersen ~ Lynn 
                Wedding 
6:00 PM  Bible Study 
                Reiterman’s 
Laura Burrus       Bev Saylor 
Amber Johnson 

28  Reformation Sunday 
   8:00  First Service 
  9:00  Fellowship Hour 
  9:15  Sunday Festival 
  9:30  Gordley Comm. 
10:00  Second Service 
Cindy Smith 

29   
7:00 PM   Administrative 
                 Council 
 
 

30   31  Reformation Day 
       Halloween 
 
 
 
 

Continue the Year with Prayer ~ October Prayer Focus 
    October   7       For people we see everyday 
    October 14        For our military personnel 
    October 21        For our understanding and acceptance of the Bible 
    October 28        For the Midwest Mission Distribution Center  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Kids Corner . . . .  
 

ASC: All Stars for Jesus 
     The AfterSchool 
Club meets every 
Thursday from 3:15 
to 4:30 at the 
Vir g in ia Uni ted 
Methodist Church.  It 
is open to students in Kindergarten through 
Fifth Grade.  This year we have a fun new 
curriculum entitled “All Stars for Jesus”  
     This is a strong Bible-based curriculum 
with lots of options including weekly 
classroom activity sheets.  These sheets 
contain creative learning activities for Bible 
study and crafts that help the children 
remember each Bible lesson. We also read a 
simple easy- to- read Bible story that will help 
the children understand how the Bible lessons 
apply to their lives.   
     Week one’s lesson  was about  
Thanksgiving.  The Memory verse for the 
week was Psalm 107:1: “Give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good.”  The youth learned that 
the Israelites were happy because God 
brought them out of slavery from Egypt and 
God has done many things for us and we 
should be thankful.  
 

CLICK Takes the Plunge 
     During the CLICK meetings on the second 
and third Wednesdays of the month, we are 
using the VBS Curriculum from this year 
“Take The Plunge.” 
     This allows us to take more time with each 
lesson.  In September we started with plunge 
into obedience with The Bible story about a 
miraculous catch.  When Jesus finished 
speaking, He told Simon to go further out into 

the lake where the water was deeper and to 
lower his fishing nets (Luke 5:4).  At first 
Simon protested that he had fished all night 
and caught nothing, but then said, 
"Nevertheless at Your word I will let down 
the net" (verse 5).  This one part brought 
many questions including; “What would you 
do if some one told you how to do your job, 
and even worse, this person was not a 
fisherman by trade, but a carpenter?”  After 
this miracle Simon Peter became the obedient 
fisher of men.  This group is really breaking 
down the questions and giving some thought 
and wisdom to their answers. 
 

7+ Group Studies 
Welcome to the Planet 
     The 7+ Youth Group meets the second and 
third Sundays of each month from 5:30 to 
6:30 PM at the Virginia United Methodist 
Church.  This group is open to any youth in 
Eighth Grade through High school.   
     We will decide on a new mission to 
fundraise for this year and ways to 
accomplish our goals.  This year, we will 
finish the Curriculum, Welcome to the 
Planet! by Doug Fields 
 

Date Change: Fifth Sunday 
Festival ~October 28th 
     Our Fifth Sunday Festival for the children 
could not be held in September.  We are 
planning a program for October 28th during 
the Sunday School hour. “Mr. Bill” of 
Murrayville will speak on the 
Native America Indians’ faith 
and some of their ways.  There 
will be headbands for the 
children and a tepee craft.  No 
refreshments will be served.   
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To our church family, 
     We wish to thank you for all kindness 
shown us at Bob’s passing.  Thanks for the 
cards, calls, visits, prayers and memorials.  
Thanks to the ladies who donated food for the 
nice dinner and the Reach Out Class and those 
who served us.  It was all appreciated. 
     Thanks to Pastor Bill for all his prayers 
and comforting words and staying with us to 
help us through Bob’s death.  It was such a 
comfort and meant so much.  He did a great 
job at Bob’s service. 
     God bless you all for your kindness and 
help. 
     Rosie Brunk, Dee and Bob Fair,  
     Lisa and Jacob Winnett, Dan Fairfield, and 
     Frances and Ed Smay 
 

Dear Partners in Mission: 
     I would like to personally express my 
warmest gratitude for your donations to 
Heifer International. 
     Because of your generous gifts, millions of 
struggling families around the globe have the 
promise of a brighter future, leaving behind 
hunger and poverty on their way to self-
reliance. 
     The fall season will now begin with more 
gifts of livestock, seeds and training to small 
farming families due to your selfless support. 
     Thank you once again for being Heifer 
International’s partner in “passing on the gift” 
that keeps on giving.  
     Sincerely, 
     Jo Luck, President and CEO 
 

NOTE:  Through various generous donations 
and the church mission money, VUMC sent 
two sheep, four goats, a heifer, two llamas: 
two flocks each of chickens, ducks, geese; 

one pig, two trios of rabbits and a hive of 
honey bees.  What an achievement! 
 

To my church family, 
     Thank you so much for selecting me as 
one of your scholarship winners.  I feel very 
privileged to have received this scholarship. 
     Thank you, Zach Virgin 
 

Dear Church Members, 
     The 7+ Youth Group would like to thank 
everyone who donated water or soda to sell 
for the Mayor’s Labor Day Ice Cream Social.  
Also thank you to the Reitermans for their 
fund raising donations.  Because of these 
donations, we collected and sent $105.00 for 
mosquito nets to be delivered to Liberia! 
     Kim Ruggles and the 7+ Youth Group 
 

NOTE:  Through the 7+ Youth Group, the 
Gordley Fund and private donations, we have 
sent $395.00 to the conference office for 
mosquito netting.  This will help almost 40 
people stay safe from malaria. 
 

Pastor’s Desk  (continued from page 1) 
     Even giving somebody a glass of water, 
you do it to Jesus.  Such a simple little 
teaching, but it is more and more important...  
In the work we have to do, it does not matter 
how small and humble it may be, make it 
Christ’s love in action.  The fruit of love is 
service.  Love leads us to say, ‘I want to 
serve.’  And the fruit of service is peace.  All 
of us should work for peace.” 
     Mother Teresa was a wonderful example 
of love in action, and in many ways her life 
was very simple.  She heard God’s call and 
answered it every day.  So can we! 
     In Christ’s Peace, Pastor Bill  
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
      Pastor Bill opened the September 24, 2007 
meeting with prayer.  Minutes of the August 27, 
2007 meeting accepted by a motion with the 
correction of one typo – should read “A forest re-
certification is required at the farm”. 
ADMINISTRATION REPORT:  Motion made, 
seconded, and passed to accept the Finance Report 
as presented.  The 2008 Gift Committee Budget 
was presented as an informational item only.  The 
Investment Committee met with the representation 
from First National Bank in Beardstown and the 
income will remain at $31,000.  A motion was 
made, seconded, and passed to accept the 2008 
Projected General Fund Budget. 
TRUSTEES:  The Trustees did not have a 
quorum on September 18th and a meeting has been 
rescheduled for September 25th.  The flooring is 
down in the family room at the parsonage, but 
some detail work remains.  The garage door has 
not yet been fixed. 
STAFF/PARISH RELATIONS:  The committee 
will meet again on October 9th to complete the 
pastor and church assessments and tabulate the 
congregational survey. 
NURTURE:  The Nurture Committee met on 
September 11th.  During Sunday School Hour on 
October 28th, Gina Ohrn’s brother is presenting a 
program on Native Americans’ beliefs.  Gina Ohrn 
would like to see a mentor program involving the 
high school class working with the younger classes 
for Fifth Sunday special programs. The 
Methodism 101 class began on September 16th 
with good attendance. 
      The Yaple Concert will be held on October 22 
at 7:00 p.m. 
      Sign up is completed for the Church Directory.  
Olan Mills will take photos on October 5th and 
6th. 
      Advent begins on December 2nd with the 
Hanging of the Greens.  There will be Sunday 
School at 9:00 a.m. and one worship service at 
10:00 a.m.  Bible Study Classes will begin 

November 27th and 28th with classes weekly on 
Tuesday evening and repeated on Wednesday 
morning, ending on December 19th. 
       Fall Youth Programs have started again. 
       The Education Committee will meet on 
October 15th.  The Nurture Committee will meet 
again on November 13th. 
AGE LEVEL MINISTRIES:  Pastor/Staff 
Recognition Sunday to be held on October 14th.  
This will be a full potluck with the committee 
furnishing table service and the drink.  The Fall 
Social is November 11th with the committee 
furnishing turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, rolls, 
drinks, gravy, and table service. 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor Bill continues to 
maintain office hours, and write sermons and 
newsletter articles.  He is making pastoral calls, 
and attending various Sunday School classes and 
committee meetings.  Since the last meeting, he 
conducted one funeral.  He attends a Tuesday 
morning breakfast at Vic’s in Jacksonville for area 
UMC Pastors and is meeting with a couple whom 
he will marry.  He is leading a new class for 
anyone wishing to join our church and preparing 
for Charge Conference on November 4.  He 
attends continuing education classes monthly. 
NEW BUSINESS:  The October Administrative 
Council meeting will be held on October 29. 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Harriet Andrews, Bill 
Braswell, Fred Davis, Bob Dillow, Ethel Doyle, 
Norma McGee, Gina Ohrn, Jana Raymond, 
Carolyn Taylor, Judy Taylor and Mary Taylor 
       Respectfully submitted by:  Mary Taylor 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
       Pastor Bill Braswell opened the September 25, 
2007 meeting with prayer.  The following 
members were present: Tim Noland, Janet Bell, 
Barb Ring, Dale Cox, Fred Davis, and Pastor Bill. 
       The Minutes from the August Board of 
Trustees meeting were reviewed and a motion to 
approve was made, seconded and carried.  The 
Treasurer’s report was discussed.   

(Trustees, continued on page 11) 
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October Mission  Spotlight  . . . 
     Our September Mission Spotlight shines on 
the Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
(MMDC), in Chatham, Illinois. 
     MMDC, opened for ministry in March 2000, 
continues to grow in its outreach to the upper 
Midwest, to the entire US and out to the larger 
world.  Volunteers are coming in large numbers 
to serve the church at MMDC. 
     Requests for shipments come on a regular 
basis from the US and overseas. In 2006 there 
were 22 shipments sent to other countries; 202 
shipments were made in the US!  These 
shipments of donated material valued at nearly 
$2,000,000 was all done with the hands of 
volunteers! Last year 2,337 individuals from 17 
different states, representing 629 churches, 
volunteered at the MMDC. In 2006 volunteers 
gave 30,721 hours. 
     Disaster relief materials have been sent to 
people recovering from floods, fires, tornadoes, 
and hurricanes in the US. Humanitarian aid, 
medical, and educational goods have been 
shipped to Afghanistan, Algeria, Belarus, 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Ghana, Haiti, Honduras, Iraq, Liberia, 
Mexico, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Romania, 
Russia, Sierra Leone, Tajikistan, and 
Zimbabwe. 
     At the Center volunteers pack kits, sort 
items, sew school bags, hospital gowns, and 
blankets, and box goods, among other things.  
The warehouse is used for storage, loading 
trucks and shipping containers, and unloading 
supplies.  Groups enjoy staying overnight in the 
dormitory that sleeps 32 and has a beautiful 
fully equipped kitchen, laundry facilities, and 
community room.  R.V. camping is available for 
those wishing to stay in their motor homes or 
fifth-wheel campers.  
     More information is available on the web 
site www.midwestmissiondc.org. 
     Pat Wright, the newly appointed Executive 

Director will be here on Sunday, October 28, 
2007 to talk about the program.   We will take a 
special offering then. 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES        (continued) 
       A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s 
report and pay the bills as presented.  It was 
seconded and carried.  The report from the 
investment committee was reviewed and 
discussed. 
       The parsonage flooring is complete.  The 
replacement of the parsonage garage door opener 
is scheduled.  Damage to windows in the north 
sanctuary was discussed.  The Board would like to 
see if there is any justification for an insurance 
claim.  Dale Cox is to get a glass company to 
provide an estimate to repair the windows with 
holes and cracks.  The Trustees viewed the 
condition of the stained glass windows in the 
Chapel.  The glass pieces are loose and no longer 
sealed.  Janet Bell will meet with a Jacksonville 
company that repairs stained glass and will report 
at the next Trustees meeting regarding repair 
options and costs.  The Trustees approved the 
installation of a humidifier to help keep the piano 
in tune. 
       Three facility usage requests were presented 
and approved.  Status of the bidding for snow 
removal was discussed.  A motion to sign the lease 
of mineral rights for the in White County and the 
Wade and Dowland copier maintenance agreement 
was made, seconded and carried. 
       Pastor Bill has put together a group and will 
schedule them to inspect the parsonage prior to the 
Charge Conference scheduled for November 4th. 
A motion was for the Trustees to contribute $5000 
to the 2008 General Fund budget to be made in 
installments.  The motion was seconded and 
carried. 
The September Gordley report was reviewed.  Due 
to Gordley Committee guidelines, the Trustees 
were unable to approve the $300 donation to fire 
victims, as no bank account was set up for the 
deposit.  A motion was made to redirect those 
funds to the Virginia Needy Children’s Fund.  The 
motion was seconded and carried. 
       Respectfully submitted, Tim Noland 
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OUR STAFF AND SERVICES AT A GLANCE 
 
  8:00 A.M.  Worship Service 
  9:00 A.M.  Fellowship Hour 
  9:15 A.M.  Sunday School 
10:00 A.M.  Worship Service 
 
Live Broadcast on WVIL-FM, 101.3 
 
Pastor:  William T. Braswell 
Youth Program Director: Kimberly Ruggles 
Administrative Assistant:  Jana Raymond 
Organist:  Charnell Fornoff 
Chancel Choir Director:  Raquel Reid 
 
Our Mission 
     Our mission is to make us and others disciples of Jesus Christ in order to transform the world.   

 VIRGINIA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

401 East Broadway 
Virginia Illinois 62691 
 
 

Address Service Requested 

 
     Church Phone: 217-452-3534 
     Pastor’s home: 217-452-7451 
     E-mail: virgnumc@casscomm.com 
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