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Christ in order to transform the world.   
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

The Messenger 

Vi rg in ia  Un i ted  Method is t  Church  

 This monthôs ñDeskò is a potpourri of 

various topics beginning with a ñthank you.ò  

I sincerely thank the Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee for coming up with a great idea 

for my appreciation gift on Staff Appreciation 

Day; the church will send a donation to help 

the hurricane victims.  I was pleased with this 

idea and hope it becomes a precedent.  

 I commend the Nominations Committee 

(Lay Leadership Committee) for their hard 

work this year as they secured our lay 

leadership for 2009.  Truth be told, we have 

some new names on the 2009 officiary which 

is a good sign.  However, even though the 

committee really tried, we still have a few 

very important jobs to be filled.  Our 

Administrative Council approved the new 

officiary which had to be done for this yearôs 

church conference on November 2nd.  I 

encourage and challenge you to come to the 

church conference meeting this Sunday night, 

and nominate someone for an ñopeningò or 

volunteer yourself for one of the jobs.  As we 

all know, ministry requires all of us to help 

out, and now is definitely the time for 

volunteers to step up. 

 This yearôs confirmation class is moving 

right along.  We have been meeting on 

Sunday nights, and there are eight students.  

So far we have discussed the meaning of the 

church, and what it means to be a Christian.  

Weôve also covered the meaning of 

covenants, and our next topic will be the 

make-up of the Bible.  We concluded last 

session with copying down Numbers 6:24-26, 

a popular benediction which we oftentimes 

use in worship.  
And finally, I want to take some ñPastorôs Deskò 

space to thank Gina Ohrn for all her faithful 
service         (Desk, continued on page 11) 
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 Yes, Advent begins in November this year!  On 

Tuesday, November 25th at 7:00 p.m. we will begin this 

yearôs Advent Bible Study.  We will only have one class 

per week this year, and in December we will move to 

Wednesday nights at 7:00 pm.   

 On November 30th we will worship at 10:00 a.m. 

(one service only) with the ñHanging of the Greensò 

service.  Advent is a wonderful time of year as we 

welcome Jesus, the Christchild, into our world and into 

our lives!  

November 30th ñ Advent Begins  



 
 

Congregational Prayer List  
as of 10-29-08: 

Marie Bell, Jean Blake, Rose Brockhouse, Carolyn Brown, Gladys 

Browning, Randy Buckman, Ronnie Burrus, Carol, Annette Davis, Jay 

Denning, Marilyn Dillard, Nadine Eidmann, Lila Essig, Mickey Ewer, 

Karen Epken Fornoff, Kathy Hammond, Jan Hardwick, Joe Having, 

Evelyn Hawkins, Jennie Lou Hughes, Rochet Huffman, Judy 

McDonald Irvine, the family of Norma Ivey, Calvin Kelly, Carol King, 

Jared Klein, Martha Klopfer, Sue LaVine, Charlie McClure, Marilyn McLin, Philda 

McComb, Charles Miles, John Moreland, Brad Mundy, Greg Mundy, Anna Musch, 

Amber Rausch, Edith Rees, DJ Reid, Lyla Riegel, Ed Roodhouse, Judy Schaeffer, 

Ronald Sellers, Shannon, Jean Smith, Jeff Smith, Cecil Stone, Bob Taylor, Neil 

Taylor, Rachel Taylor, Shantra Tucker, Michelle Weatherby, Estee Wesley, Katie 

Williams, Tommy Zeek, and our troops overseas. 
 Our Home Bound:   Opal Collins, Lucille Raffety, and Lil Terwilliger 

 Our Nursing Home Residents:  Mike Byus, Nina Davis, Goldie Hudson, Katy 

Huffman, and Audrey Little 
 Our Military Personnel Overseas:   Amy Andrews, Jon Ahrens, Jeff Belden, 

Brad Handy, Brian Krohe, Aaron Reiterman, and Kenny Reiterman 
 

Anyone who would like to be placed on the Prayer List or taken off the list, 

please call the office at 452-3534.   

 

 Judy Briggs has withdrawn her membership from the church. 

 Norma Ivey, member, passed away on October 19, 2008 in Lincoln, Illinois. 

 Jill and Matthew Shoemaker are the proud parents of a daughter, Keeley Josephine, who 

was born on October 24, 2008.  At birth, Keeley weighed seven pounds, six ounces and was 

20 inches long.  Grandparents are Ewell and Harriet Andrews and Kathy  and Jay Decker. 
 

 

 

December Gordley Trust Fund Committee Members  
 December 2008 committee members are Christy Brake, Venita Kilby, Dennise Minor, 

Billy Reynolds, Chris Saylor, and Larry Armstrong, chair.  They will meet on Sunday, 

November 23rd at 9:30 AM.  They will have $1,619.68 to distribute.  If anyone is unable to 

attend, please contact the committee chair or the office. 
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November Mission Spotlight . .  
 Our Spotlight shines on Pathway 

Services Transportation Program.   

 The agency provides a broad array 

of home-based and residential 

services to  individuals with 

developmental disabilities and other 

physical and mental challenges.  

Individuals and their families in 

Morgan, Scott, Cass, Greene, Jersey and Calhoun 

counties may access the services available from 

birth through adulthood.  

 Philip Harrison, son of Bill and Wanda 

Harrison, manages the Pathway fleet of 25 

vehicles that includes fifteen full size vans with 

wheelchair lifts, two cars, four mini-vans, one 

fifteen passenger van, and three maintenance 

vehicles. 

 On an average day, Pathway transports 187 

people who live in group homes, private 

residences, and the Jacksonville Developmental 

Center to and from their residences to one of four 

training facilities. 

 Daily, ten more people receive roundtrip 

transportation to independent jobs in the 

community.  The agency transports people to 

doctors, counseling and physical therapy 

appointments.  An added 15 trips daily take 

people to appointments that help them remain in 

their own homes (grocery shopping, banking, 

etc.).  Finally, the agency provides transportation 

to people who want to participate in Special 

Olympics for local practices and tournament play 

in Bloomington and Decatur.  For more 

information about the agency, visit their website 

at www.pathwayservices.org. 

 Stephanie Baptist, the Pathway Development/ 

Communications staff member, will be here on 

November 23rd during both services to briefly 

discuss the agency. At that time, we will take a 

special offering. 
 

Pastorõs Desk      (continued from page 1) 

 to Jesus Christ through our church.  She will 

soon be leaving Virginia to move to Jerseyville, 

and I know we will all miss her.  Gina has served 

on the nurture committee as a member and as the 

chairperson, she has taught Sunday School, she 

worked very hard getting our Christmas program 

costumes together and organized, she is a certified 

lay speaker, served as a lay delegate to annual 

conference, was instrumental in putting together 

our latest Olan Mills Directory, served on the 

administrative council, and she has always been 

someone I could count on to ñfill in a spaceò 

whenever there was one.  It has been my privilege 

to know Gina, and I thank her for her support and 

her service.  May God bless her as she moves to 

Jerseyville and continues her spiritual journey. 

 In Christôs Peace, Pastor Bill 
 

Trustees                  (continued from page 10) 

 Kitchen rules were read and discussed.  Motion 

to accept with addition of cleaner types for the 

floor, cabinets and stainless steel appliances was 

made, seconded and carried.  Motion was made 

and carried to contact Cass Communications to 

install the telephone in the kitchen.  The baseboard 

has not yet been attached successfully.  The screen 

door has not yet been purchased and installed.  The 

cabinet company was here to check the cabinet 

crack and to discuss blocking in the south wall 

cabinet.  A date will be set for the kitchen 

dedication when these items are finished. 

 Wind generators were discussed.  The Farm 

Committee approved the signing.  Motion was 

made, seconded and passed four to two to not 

participate at this time, with the provision that 

discussion may be reopened at a later date. 

 A request from the Finance Committee for the 

2009 General Fund was approved by a motion. 

 The Wicks organ representative checked out 

the organ and was unable to repair it.  Cors 

Electric was called to replace two capacitors.  The 

church architectural plans are in need of 

preserving.  Reuel Crum will look into this. 

 The October Gordley report was approved by a 

motion. 
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OUR CHURCH COMMITTEES ARE WORKING . . . .  

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  

 Pastor Bill Braswell opened the October 27, 

2008 Administrative Council meeting with prayer.  

Minutes of the September 29, 2008 meeting were 

accepted by a motion. 

ADMINISTRATION REPORT:  A motion 

made, seconded, and passed to accept the Finance 

Report as presented.   The Stewardship Campaign 

is nearing the end with some pledges still coming. 

TRUSTEES:  The kitchen remodeling project is 

almost complete, with a few items remaining to be 

finished:  baseboard glued, phone installed, and 

the revised kitchen rules posted.  The water leaks 

from the roofing project have been repaired.  The 

sewer backed up in the Bread of Love Room.  The 

Administrative Council has requested a status 

report from the Trustees at the Charge Conference 

on the possibility of wind generators for the farm. 

 A few minor repair items were noted during 

the annual parsonage inspection.  The Trustees 

agreed to help fund the 2009 General Fund budget. 

STAFF/PARISH RELATIONS:   No report. 

NURTURE:  Gina Ohrn has resigned her position 

as she is moving to Jerseyville.   The Nurture 

Committee will meet on November 4th.  Pastor 

Bill will begin working on the issue of evangelism. 

AGE LEVEL MINISTRIES:  Pastor/Staff 

Appreciation/Fall Social was held on October 12th 

following the Second Service with around 90 in 

attendance.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the good 

meal and fellowship.  The committee will meet 

again at the beginning of 2009. 

PASTORôS REPORT:  Pastor Bill maintained 

office hours, conducted a funeral service, made 

hospital/nursing home/home visits, and started a 

confirmation class with eight in attendance.  

During the month, he attended various church 

meetings, Kiwanis, assisted at the Midwest 

Mission Distribution Center during a LaMoine 

River District clergy day, conducted a church 

service at Walker Nursing Home, and helped with 

the food pantry.  He will be hosting the Bible 

Study Group in November and participating in the 

community Thanksgiving Service at Shiloh 

Presbyterian Church. He is preparing for the 40th 

Anniversary Celebration of the Church in the 

Spring of 2009.   

 The 2009 Lay Leadership Committee Officiary 

was accepted by a motion.  The officiary will be 

presented at the Charge Conference. 

IN ATTENDANCE:   Harriet Andrews, Bill 

Braswell, Lenabelle Burrus, Carolyn Defenbaugh, 

Bob Dillow, Ethel Doyle, Evelyn Losey, Marvin 

Losey, Norma McGee, Jana Raymond, Eveleen 

Ryman, Judy Taylor and Mary Taylor. 

 Respectfully submitted by:  Mary Taylor 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 Pastor Bill Braswell opened the October 21, 

2008 meeting with prayer.  Members present were: 

Reuel Crum, Carl Evers, Fred Davis, Graciela 

Grammer, Charles Taylor, Judene Stock, Pastor 

Bill Braswell, and Judy Mueller. 

 Minutes from the September 16th meeting 

were accepted by a motion.  Motion carried.  The 

treasurerôs report was approved by a motion.  Bills 

approved to be paid were to Doyle Plumbing, 

Morris Tree Service, Terminix, reimbursement for 

the stove racks, and to the VUMC General Fund. 

 No Day Care representative was present.  The 

Day Care has not had any more leaks.  Tiles will 

be replaced as soon as possible and old insulation 

removed.  The dehumidifier will be moved to the 

parsonage basement. 

 Mark Von De Bur will repair the west end of 

sanctuary roof.  Motion to accept the repair cost 

was made, seconded and carried. 

 The Bread of Love room sinks were clogged 

due to granulated dishwasher soap and excessive 

food.  Doyle Plumbing and a crew from the city of 

Virginia made repair.   

 The annual parsonage inspection will be held 

on Sunday, October 26th between church services.  

Facility usage agreements were approved. 
 

 (Trustees, continued on page 11) 
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OUR CHURCH COMMITTEES ARE WORKING . . . .  

 

   10:00 AM ACOLYTES     GREETERS 
November   2  Jimmy Stock, Matthew Burrus  Judene Stock and Family 

November   9  Tyler Ring, Tye Toquinto   Charlene Anderson, Joan Coffey 

November 16  Hailey Feigl, Katie Noland   Bob and Jackie Williamson 

November 23  Jimmy Stock, Tyler Ring   Janet Bell and Dennise Minor 

November 30  Josh Richards, Tyler Ring   Robin and Jeffrey Brown 

 

  8:00 AM           10:00 AM  

     NURSERY WORKERS      NURSERY WORKERS  

November   2 Ninia Toquinto           Evelyn Losey 

November   9 Judy Armstrong           Sandy Bergerud 

November 16 Venita Kilby            Jana Raymond 

November 23 Nancy Rodgers           Laura Burrus 

November 30 (no service)            Lisa Winnett 

 

         8:00       10:00 
          S.S.  SERVICE    SERVICE OFFERING 
          (Pledges & 

Tithes) 

October   5         26         51             62  $3,670.00 

October 12         26         41             62  $4,519.00 

October 19         23         31             41  $   934.00 

October 26         23         46             52  $1,211.00 
 

  AVG    25         42             54 
 

Average combined worship attendance     102     YTD 2007           99     YTD 2008 
 

 

October William T. Gordley Trust Fund Committee Report  
 October 2008 committee members were Brian Burrus, Carolyn Defenbaugh, Amy Hardwick, 

Marvin Losey, Judy Taylor, and Bob Dillow, Chair.  They gave to the following: $200.00 to the 

Cass County Food Pantry; $200.00 to Liberian Church Construction; $200.00 to the Midwest 

Mission Distribution Center; $200.00 to the NOMADS; $200.00 to the Red Bird Mission in 

Kentucky; $200.00 to the Side Door Christian Youth Centers in Arenzville; $200.00 to the 

Virginia Needy Childrenôs Fund; and $219.68 to the VUMC Scholarship Fund; for a total of 
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