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Pastor: William T. Braswell
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Our Mission
Our mission is to make us and others disciples of Jesus
Christ in order to transform the world.
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Recently 1 was privileged to participate in a study group convened by our district
superintendent, Rev. Randy
The Gospel. In it she challenges churches to find new and creative ways to share Christ with
their communities. In chapter nine she mentions various kinds of distractions which can deter
us from focusing on what God has called us to do (which is to make us and others disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.) Since Lent is a good time for introspection,
|l et me name the four distractions and

The first distraction is other good things; in the church there are many valuable ministries, so
we must decide which one(s) our church can successfully perform and put the others aside. The
second one she calls alluring distractions; they captivate us and entice us away from our
intended goal — for example, television, checking e-mail constantly, eating or drinking too
much. The third distraction is a tragic occurrence. This one should be addressed right away and
nevereveri gnor ed! A church‘s goal can wait
occurred. From dealing with a tragedy, a church will find the deeper meanings of life God has
in mind for His people; then a church can move on to even a deeper, more in-depth evangelism
— a deeper sharing of Christ with others. Finally, the fourth distraction deals with confusion.
Some distractions come all at once and
one thing happens on top of another, and the church can lose sight of its main focus. A good
example might be when the guest speaker
and then the back-up speaker gets sick, and the (P a st or,&entined snkage 9)

Inside this issue What Are the Stations of the Cross?

e Prayers Needed Page

Since the Virginia Ministerial Alliance chose the theme of
the Stations of the Cross for the Lenten Wednesday night
services, it seemed the time to offer more information about
this worship. Dennis Bratcher wrote an excellent article
entitted The Cross as a
Pr ot est an tThis\Woan sbbrevigted version of what
he has written.

The Stations of the Cross refer to the practice of using
various events in the fi
Page 10| prayer and meditation (also called the Via Crucisor Way of the
Page 11| Cross).
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Congregational Prayer List
as of 02-28-10:

N /B Goodin, Haiti and Chile earthquake victims, Bud Hoppin, J.G, Terry and
- X3 | Brenda Jeffers, Wilma Jost, Shawn and Katie (Kershaw) Koch, Bonnie,
Memory and Leia Kuelker, Eliza Mast, Glenn McGee, Nichole McGrew,
Lakin Mitchell, Alistair Mountz family, Wanda Mullen, Greg and Beth
REQUESTS Mundy, Kay Patterson, Steve and Lila Peterson, Debby Prief, Leroy
Rausch, Rick Richard, the family of Patricia Sapp, John and Judy Schaeffer, Lyla Riegel, Jane
Savage, Bill Schrodt, Peggie Scott, Margaret Seal, Zach Streff, Sam and Barb Stuhmer,
G.C.T., Bud Taylor, Charlotte Van Sickle, Danny and Annie Verderaime, Janet Griffin
Walters, Mike Walters, Estee Wesley, Katie Williams, Don Wood, Margaret Wright, Eugene
Wollam, Tommy Zink, and our troops
Our Home Bound: Opal Collins and Lil Terwilliger
Our Nursing Home Residents: Marie Bell, Mike Byus, Hazel Hish, Goldie
Hudson, Audrey Little, and Bob Wildt
Our Military Personnel Overseas: None at this time

Anyone who would like to be placed on the Prayer List or taken off the list,
please call the office at 452-3534.

I N I
Transitions
I N I

Hazel Jockischpassed away on February 1, 2010. She is survived by her husband Ronnie,
three children including Cindy Musch, eight grandchildren including Angela Carpenter, and
four great-grandchildren.

Jeni Rivesand Kohl Young were united in marriage at the Virginia United Methodist
Church on February 27, 2010.

April 2010 Gordley Trust Fund Committee Members

April 2010 committee members are Coni Cox, Chris Massie, Jana Raymond, Mary Taylor,
Jackie Williamson, and Roger Strang, Chair. They will meet on Sunday, March 28, 2010at
9:15 AM to distribute $940.42. If anyone is unable to attend, please contact the committee
chair or the office.
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March Mission Spotlights ..

Our March mission focuses the Cass
County Food Pantry. The challenges of the
Cass County Food Pantry continue; more
requests are received every month. The
pantry volunteers pack boxes for about 360
families monthly. Most of the people come
on distribution day, but the rest come when
they can to pick up their boxes.

There have been numerous questions about
the people who receive the food. Caucasians
comprise 82 percent of those receiving food.
The Mexican population continues to grow in
the county; therefore, there are a few more
requests from them for food. Only about 18
percent of the total recipients are of Mexican
ancestry.

The value of a box of food has increased,
as everyone‘s food
Most months a box is valued at approximately
$75.00 per family — multiply that by 360 and
it is understandable why our pantry needs are
growing also.

The pantry has been blessed to receive
grant money from several sources, plus many
wonder f ul
churches in the county, especially the Virginia
United Methodist Church, have been very
supportive as have the VUMC Gordley
committees who donate to the pantry many
months of the year.

These next two months the panty will
participate in the Feinstein Challenge, which
always includes all money food and pledges
made in March and April. All food is counted
as $1.00 per can, package, etc. The yearly
pledges made during this time count 100
percent. Mr. Feinstein truly wants to make
everyone aware of those who need food and
are hungry in the country. Anyone who

i ndi vi duaIT@yhaVe

wishes to pledge can pick up a pledge form
from the church office or by contacting the
pantry.

Pantry Partners has worked out very well
the last couple of years. This is where a
church or organization signs up to help pack
the boxes on a specific Sunday afternoon of a
month. Ten or fifteen people actually pack
the boxes that will be handed out the next day.
It is not a hard job, just a commitment. It is
surprising what a group can do in a couple of
hours. There are several individuals from
VUMC who come each month. These
volunteers can tell you how it all works.

On Sunday, March 22nd we will take a
special offering for the Cass County Food
Pantry. Let ‘s fild]l
canned goods and monetary donations.

b drysteess .. h a v (eontinged fym page10) g r o

Roger Strang will try to repair the fellowship
hall door handle. He also offered to shovel the
sidewalks for the rest of this year when he is
available. The Trustees will try to find someone to
shovel snow next year.

A contract was approved with the Trenters for the
2010, lawn mowing at the same cost as last year
i)afé?eﬁ

charge. A motion was made, seconded and passed
to approve the contract changes. The Trustees will
check to see if the contractors have insurance to
cover any window breakage.

The parsonage needs a new mailbox. This will be
completed as weather permits.

VUMC is to receive a bequest at some future
date from the Lucille Raffety estate to be used for
general religious purposes.

The Trustees approved two facility usage
agreements. Jody Tate, U of I Extension, has
requested money from the Gordley Committee for
a baby-sitting clinic. The February Gordley report
was approved as presented.

Respectfully Submitted, Judy Mueller
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OUR CHURCH COMMITTEES ARE WORKING . . ..

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

Pastor Bill Braswell opened the February 22,
2010 meeting with prayer. The minutes of the
February 2, 2010 (postponed from January 25th)
meeting were accepted by a motion, seconded, and
passed.

ADMINISTRATION: The Finance report was
accepted on a motion, seconded, and passed. The
tax information has been submitted to the IRS and
the IGRC conference year-end reports are being
submitted by the end of the month.

TRUSTEES: AEC has completed the semi-annual
inspections. A number of fire extinguishers needed
to be repressurized. The church bathroom faucets
and women‘s toilet Wi
vacuum cleaner was purchased for the church. The
2010 lawn mowing contract is ready for signature.
The Trustees received notice that the church was
named as a beneficiar
The new office copier has arrived.
STAFF/PARISH RELATIONS: The committee
met on February 10th. Tiffany Daly has completed
the probation process and is now the full time
janitor. The committee discussed the idea of
possibly starting a new membership class.
NURTURE: The committee meeting was
postponed and has been rescheduled for February
23rd.

AGE LEVEL MINISTRIES:
meet on Sunday, February 28.
PASTORO®S R EPRsOMRBIIL continues to
maintain office hours, write sermons, work on
newsletter, making home/hospital/nursing home
visits, and attend various church committee
meetings and youth activities. He assists with
various community-based activities including the
food pantry and reading at North School.

During February he completed marriage
counseling with a young couple, worked on the
speci al project
with District Superintendent Randy Robinson and
several other pastors and laity. He conducted the

The committee will

Ash Wednesday service. The Lenten Soup Supper
and Service will be at VUMC on March 24th. He
will perform a wedding on February 27th.

THOSE IN ATTENDANCE: Nancy Anderson,
Bill Braswell, Fred Davis, Bob Dillow, Dave
Handy, Norma McGee, Jana Raymond, Bill
Reynolds, Carolyn Taylor, Judy Taylor and Mary
Taylor

Respectfully submitted, Mary Taylor

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The February 14, 2010 meeting was opened
with a prayer from Carl Evers. The following
members were present: Carl Evers, Fred Davis,

cGee, Roger Stran Barbara Ring, Pastor
gil and uﬁy Muel% g'z g A

Terry Werner, Chair of the Staff/Parish
Relations Committee addressed the Trustees with a
request to purchas W _vac ner for the
Y chufet]! Oul"] 1‘1:0 an%/ Da a}i e tha¥ the S
old ones are not workmg A motion to purchase the
vacuum was made, seconded, and passed. Terry
Werner will order the vacuum.

The Treasurer's report was accepted as
presented by a motion made, seconded, and passed.
A new copier has been purchased from Wade and
Dowland with a trade-in of the old one included in
the price. A service agreement has been signed.

A check was received and deposited from CPV
Renewable Energy Company (wind generator).

AEC has tested the fire extinguishers and
replaced those that needed replacing. The
remainder of the corn crop is in storage at Handy's.

Wallbaum's will be at the church to install the
faucets in the Day Care and repair the toilet in the
narthex ladies' restroom, and give us an estimate on
a water heater and the water pipes.

The window in secretary's office will be
replaced in April or May. It has been scheduled
with Voelkel Glass. Carl Evers w1lll8 reattach the

the proper equipment.

(Trustees continued page 11)
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10:00 AM ACOLYTES GREETERS
March 7 Matthew Burrus, Rebecca Ring The Tim Noland Family
March 14 Josh and William Scott-Booker Charles and Judy Taylor

March 21 Molly and Nathan Travelstead
March 28 Tyler and Mackenzie Andrews

Jim Crum and Bob Dillow
Doris Brown & Carolyn

-
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MARCH Defenbaugh
8:00 AM 10:00 AM
NURSERY WORKERS NURSERY WORKERS
March 7 Christy Brake Jana Raymond
March 14 Kim Ruggles Lenabelle Burrus
March 21 Ninia Toquinto Laura Burrus
March 28 Linda Snow Dee Fair

Our Vows of Membership

8:00 10:00
S.S. SERVICE SERVICE OFFERING
(Pledges &

Tithes)

February 7 16 38 73 $4,068.00
February 14 16 36 41 $1,797.00
February 21 21 37 56 $1,172.50
February 28 12 37 50 $1,454.00

AVG 16 37 55
Average combined worship attendance _ 87 2009 YTD 86 2010 YTD

February William T. Gordley Trust Fund Committee Report
February committee members were Nancy Anderson, Laura Burrus, Judene Stock,
Carolyn Taylor, Becky Virgin, and Kent Andrews, chair. They gave to the following:
$235.00 to the Nicholas French
$235.00 to the VUMC Scholarship Fund; and $235.42 for Haiti Earthquake Relief for a

Medi cal
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March Church News and Events at a Glance

March Sermons

and Scriptures

March 7 A Are You Wast.
Luke 13:1-9

March 14 Jana Raymond will give the

message in both services

March2l —Fi r st
Philippians 3:7-14
John 12:1-8

. S
Things Fiific

served by the Age Level Ministries
Committee at 8:30 a.m Sunday schoolwill
be hel’g at its regular time.

W

N9 odee a%a}/n,'liﬂes will adorn the altar on

Easter and may be ordered in memory of a
departed loved one or in honor of someone
ecial. P{iowever, this year the lilies will be

F because of the severe allergic
reaction that the lilies cause to some attending
ervice. Sorri

- , ) t he S
March28 APraise Wi ll Happedo8  rinincludes ribbon and foil.

Luke 19:28-40

Lenten Activities Continue

We continue
observing the Lenten
season with our sister
churches in the area with
the same schedule as in
previous years. We will begin at 6:00 p.m.
with a soup supper, join in a hymn sing
around 6:45 p.m., and then conclude the
evening with worship beginning at 7:00 p.m.
Here is the schedule:

March 3 St .

March 10  Grace Lutheran Church

March 17  Shiloh Presbyterian Church

March 24 United Methodist Church

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, March
28th. On Palm Sunday all children are
invited to participate in a procession of palms
during the second service.

Each church will observe Maundy
Thursday on its own, and there will be a joint
worship service on Good Friday at New Life
Church on Garner Road.

Easter morning, April 4th, we will hold
one serviceat 10:00 a.m. A breakfast will be

Reservation forms for the lilies will be
available soon. Please make payment to
VUMC by Wednesday, March 24th You
may also call your order into the office.

Let us mark our calendars and be sure to
attend as many of these special Lenten
services as we can!

Church Events Planned

The Age Level Ministries Committee has
planned the following activities:
+ Easter Breakfast: April 4

Luke‘s Ca t*h%r%dluaée %?%O%?;rtffg hReceptlon:May

uring Fellows ur.
Summer Social:To be announced.
Pastor/Staff Appreciation ~ Fall Social:
October 10. Committee will provide
turkey, gravy, stuffing, table service and
drink. Reservations needed.

Set Clocks Up One Hour

Once again, we move N
into Daylight Savings @™ Oy
Time early. The time will SPRING aJ .
change on Sunday,(f} c o ADCAO
March 14th. Remember,
spring forward!

MARCH 2010

THE MESSENGER PAGE 9

We Have News to Share

Dear Gordley Committee,

Thank you again for your contribution.
Your continued support keeps us fighting the
good fight, paying past debt, and continuing to
improve the infrastructure. Thanks again to
all the faithful at Virginia UMC.

Bob Large, Board Member

Western Illinois Youth Camp

Mission News from Russia
Pete Hughes writes that he regularly feels

Russi al wi t h
Center to see and hear the men tell their
stories.

In January 2009 Pete went to Russia to
take investment funds to be used by the
church to help gain financial solvency to
support their programming. Presently he is
not free to divulge details of the program, but
he said that a recent report was very
encouraging.

Pete closes his letter with his hope for

the —callingl to s hamaayopportunities tboshar@abontuht Rutsih

Mission. Carol and Pete took their annual
outreach trip to Novgorod in November 2009.
They have every desire to return in November
2010, but there is so much work to be done
before this can happen. He keeps in very close
touch with the church through Olga Antonova,
the administrative assistant to Pastor Anatoli.
Olga reports to Pete that the Alcohol
Rehab Center cannot take all of the men who
want to enter the program. Rehab Director
Dema interviews potential candidates at the
church on Tuesday and Thursday of each
week. He seeks to select men who would
seem to have the best opportunity for success.
Naturally this is a difficult task. The village
grocery stores post information on the center;
the church puts out a monthly newspaper of
5,000 copies that carries information on the
center; and men also learn of the program
through the village church pastors. So the
Rehab Center stays strong in its mission!
Pastor Anatoli made a 40-minute video of
the visit that Pete and Carol made to the
Rehab Center; two versions have been made,
one 10 minutes long and the other 20 minutes.
The video all ows the

Mission. All donations he receives go to the
Russia work. He thanks all of us for our
prayers and support.

His full letter and new photos are posted
on the mission bulletin board.

Pastor’s Desk

pastor just happens to be out of town on
vacation. Perhaps the church could handle
one distraction, but dealing with a whole
bunch of them gets to be a problem.

Martha Grace Reese concludes by saying
that we can deal best with all kinds of
distractions by #1) recognizing the distraction
as soon as possible, #2) naming it, getting it
out in the open, and discussing it with
concerned others, #3) praying about it to
di scern God‘ s will/,
with our mission. Again, Lent is a good time
to make sure our distractions do not veer us
off target for making disciples for Jesus
Christ.

See you on Wednesday nights and on
Sunday mornings!

In Chr i sPastor Bidlac e,

(continued from page 1)
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Kids Corner. . ..

AfterSchool Club Studies Holy
Week

expl ore Jesus ti

Gethsemane.

CLICK Studies Apostles’ Creed
CLICK will meet on Sunday, March 14th

me

Whatagreatgroupof at 1:00 p.m. to study t
kids we have in the The group will l earn
AfterSchool Club. This is [ Creed i s a l'iving prc
a very busy month — so i stability since the time of Christ. What keeps
much to accomplish in a a society, any society, stable for any length of
short time! time? It is the agreement among its members

The kids are learning on certain basic principles. As long as they
about the Last Supper Jesus had with his agree on the fundamentals, the society
disciples. Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke  continues to exist, but once they disagree
it, and gave it to tafofgthenisebvés bnAhks€blsicsStid Yodiely g , -
eat; this is my body wdhkensahdfigally difygpeart. o0k a cup.

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them
saying, —Drink of
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I
shall not drink again of this fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father's

The group wil/l
Judas planned ahead of time. The kids will
di scover Judas’
loyalty to Jesus. Greed this destructive starts
out small, but when fed, overtakes all we are.
Jesus knew he was to be betrayed, warned his
disciples about it, and gave Judas every
chance not to do it. Judas looked Jesus in the
eye and said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?"

Another lesson will cover the Passover
feast. This lesson focuses on the fact that
Jesus obeyed the Jewish law and participated
in the Passover feast. Jesus provided his own
memorial from the elements of the Passover
feast — a feast that memorialize an event
which was designed to foreshadow Christ's
own death. Finally, one of our sessions will

ki ngdom.
di s cOhrssts andJthe Bl@lysSpirit. b I@etfdnged/ aad

gree

Remember that the Creed is not just a

about the most important realities in life.
When the ideas in our mind agree with
realities outside the mind, we possess the
truth. That is
Heries of twelve truths about God, Jesus

about our eternal destiny.

I5jlanni"r’11gS toStarffdPvEs than

It is only March, but now is the time to

start planning for the community Vacation
Bible School. We will hold our first meeting
on March 15th at 7:00 pm at the Virginia
United Methodist Church.
This will be a very important meeting as the
group will be deciding which church will be
hosting Vacation Bible School and what
curriculum we will be using this year. All
churches in the community are invited to the
meeting. Any one interested in helping this
year please attend.

why

t

t
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Support Troops with Cookies

The Franklin/Waverly Military Support
Group will be shipping cookies overseas on
April 6th. Currently 58 boxes are being
shipped. If you can help by making cookies
or donating postage, please talk with Bev
Saylor. She mentioned that the postage rate
has increased again to $1.70 per box.

Also, if you know of anyone serving in
Iraq or Afghanistan, we would like to have
his/her address so they can send them
packages. Thank you and pray for our troops.

Couple to Celebrate 65th

Edgar and Evelyn Hish will celebrate their
65th wedding anniversary on March 31st. We
congratulate them!

Bulletins Sent to Homebound

Each Thursday, a group of very important
envelopes are taken to the post office. We
send Second Service bulletins to all our
homebound members so they can be a part of
the service through the WVIL radio broadcast.

If there is someone who has been ill or
can‘t make it to
temporary time or permanently, please let the
office know and their name will be added to
the list. This is an excellent way for those
who are homebound or in the nursing home to
stay connected with the church.

Stations (continued from page 1)

These events start
carrying his cross from the Hall of Pilate
where he was condemned to death to the site
of his execution on Golgotha (Calvary).

Early Christian pilgrims to Jerusalem
retraced the route of Jesus as he carried his
cross to his death. While the pilgrimages
varied considerably, the practice developed

more structure in the medieval period with the
starting point beginning in the ruins of that
originally
concluded at the ancient Church of the Holy
Sepulcher that marks the traditional site of
Golgotha and the tomb of Jesus. By the 16th
century, this route through Jerusalem came to
be called the Via Dolorosg the Way of
Sorrow. Along the Way, certain points on the
journey (stations) were associated with
specific events recounted (or implied) in the
Gospel accounts.

According t o
practice of the Stations of the Cross was most
likely popularized in the Western church by
devotional \a Ddaoemsasnd
the Stations of the Cross are still a popular
pilgrimage destination in Jerusalem.

There are presently Fourteen Stations of
the Cross on the Via Dolorosg some with
chapels or places to pray and meditate. They
are as follows: 1) Christ condemned to death,
2) The cross is laid upon him; 3) His first fall;
4) He meets His Blessed Mother; 5) Simon of
Cyrene is made to bear the cross; 6) Christ's

8) He meets the women of Jerusalem; 9) His
third fall; 10) He is stripped of His garments;
11) His crucifixion; 12) His death on the
cross; 13) His body is taken down from the
cross; and 14) He is laid in the tomb.

The Stations of the Cross also refers to a
series of paintings or sculptyre that coincide
witll Ithé gla‘uon? of the! Cgross in Jerflsflem”
During medieval times and formalized by the
17th century, the local cathedrals began using
the paintings as a way to allow worshippers to
make the same devotional journey since they
coul dn-*t mak e t he
Jerusalem.
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March 2010

Virginia United Methodist Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 World Day of Prayer 6
10:00 AM LaMoine Clergy 3:00 PM AfterSchool Club 7:30 AM Methodist Men
Gathering, Virginia 6:00 PM Lenten Service at will meet at the Depot
St . Luked 9:00 AM Scout Pinewood

7:00 PM Cub Scouts Derby, VUMC
Jonathon Evers Thad Walker Jacob Burrus

Doug Anderson Lauren Sudbrink Delores Fair

Ewell Andrews Jean Smith Becky Virgin | Mary Mays Abby West

7 Third Sunday in Lent
8:00 First Service
9:00 Blood Pressure Checks
9:00 Fellowship Hour
9:15 Sunday School

8 Pastor Bill on vacation

9 Pastor Bill on vacation

10 Pastor Bill on vacation
9:00 AM Sewing Project
3:00 PM AfterSchool Club
6:00 PM Lenten Service at
Grace Lutheran

11 Pastor Bill on vacation

12 Pastor Bill on vacation

13 Pastor Bill on vacation
9:00 AM Scouting for Food

10:00 Second Service Nancy Kilby Anderson 7:00 PM Cub Scouts
Matthew Felker Daniel Cline Matthew Harrison
Luke Fox Sarah Virgin Reedy Sarah Hopper Bob Huffman Heidi Swan Andrew Felker Don Smith
14 Fourth Sunday in Lent 15 Pastor Bill on vacation |16 17st. Patrick¢E8 Day 19 20 First Day of Spring
8:00 First Service 6:00 PM HCE International |7:00 PM Trustees 3:00 PM AfterSchool Club 9:00 AM Christian Women
9:00 Fellowship Hour Night 6:00 PM Lenten Service at Fellowship, City Hall
9:15 Sunday School 7:00 PM VBS Meeting Shiloh Presbyterian | . A.J. Mays
10:00 Second Service 6:00 PM Cub Scouts Cindy Knight
1:00 CLICK Jack Calhoun Ron Bateman  Stacy Knight | Glen Goodin Kevin Ring
Brandon Rist Barbara Hardwick Sally McDonald Smith Kyle Smith Judy Schaeffer
21 Fifth Sunday in Lent 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:00 First Service 7:00 PM Administrative 3:00 PM AfterSchool Club 6:00 PM VHS Junior Class
9:00 Fellowship Hour Council meeting 6:00 PM Lenten Service at Trivia Night
9:15 Sunday School VUMC 6:00 PM Bible Study
10:00 Second Service 6:00 PM Cub Scouts Jim Crum Parsonage
Alexis McClure Kay Anderson Tyler Austin Andrews Amy Ring Garrett Morgensen Scott Hodges  Roger Jokisch
Sarah Mullen Losey Mickey E. Wallace Rick Trenter Veronica Risero Adam Turner |Judy Taylor Brooke Fanning Pearn Cindy Trenter
28 Palm Sunday 29 30 31 Prayers Focus for March
8:00 First SerYice March 28th Birthday 3:00 PM AfterSchool Club  |March 7  For those struggling to pray
9:00 Fellowship Hour Matt Werner 6:00 PM Cub Scouts March 14  For the restoration efforts in Haiti and Chile
9:15 Sunday School March 29th Birthday March 21 F Cass County Food Pant
9:15 Gordley Committee Mike Darland arc or our L-ass Lounty Food Fantry
March 28  For those who cannot find joy in Christ

10:00 Second Service

Mike Saylor




